
Who created the content?

Me

Did you publish it somewhere?

No

Great! You are free to use it 
without attribution.

Yes

You may not be the copyright 
holder anymore. Consult with 

your publisher and obtain 
permission.

After you obtain permission,
use the content with proper 

attribution.

Someone else

Is the work a U.S. government 
document, in the public domain, 
open access, or have a Creative 

Commons license?

Yes

Great! You are free to use it
with proper attribution.

No

Does your use fall under
fair use? Complete the

fair use checklist to find out.

Yes, with 
confidence!

Great! Use the content with 
proper attribution.

No

Get permission to reuse the 
material. Contact the copyright 

holder directly.

After you get permission, use
the content with proper 

attribution.

I don’t know OR 
I’m nervous about 
fair use in general

Contact UW System
General Counsel or your

campus librarian for more 
guidance.

Get permission to reuse the 
material. Contact the copyright 

holder directly.

After you get permission, use
the content with proper 

attribution.
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