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 D2L Canvas Canvas Features 
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My Home Dashboard • Shows all your courses 
Course 
Home/Program Logo 

Home • Shows the elements in the course 

• Can switch to Student View 

Account Settings Account Settings • Does not include settings for 
Discussion or Email 

• Add other emails and Text (SMS) 
as other contacts 

• Can register Skype, LinkedIn, or 
Twitter 

Notifications Notifications • Can set up notification as 
immediate, daily, or weekly.  

• Apply to all courses within Canvas 

Help Help • Seek help by contacting Canvas, 
searching the Canvas Guides, or 
Ask the Canvas Community 

• Submit a Feature Idea  
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News Announcements • Students can reply to 
announcements 

Content  Modules • Each course has various modules 
and the content of the modules 
can be minimized.  

• Can lock and add 
prerequisite/requirements to each 
module.  

Manually Created 
Course Calendar 

Syllabus 
(Syllabus Overview) 

• Include  
o Course Syllabus 

(paragraph) 
o Course Summary 

(schedule) 

• Can upload your own 

• Interactive: Link to learning 
activities in the course 

• Automatic syncs with Calendar 

• Can be displayed as course Home 
Page 

Create a File (HTML 
Page) 

Pages • Editable by Only teachers, 
Teachers and students, or Anyone 

https://vimeo.com/78942602


• Can link to assignments, quizzes, 
announcements, discussions, or 
other modules.  

• Can set up individual pages as 
Homepage or Overview page 

Manage Files (Under 
Edit  Course) 

Files • Account Files display for all 
personal files for all courses 

• Course Files include all the files 
used for each course 
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Dropbox Assignments • Assignment includes all graded 
and ungraded items: discussions, 
quizzes, and submitted items.  

• Can submit in different format 
including links.  

• Gradebook setup will be here. 

• Can set up peer review 
assignments 

• Can easily link to other files within 
the course 

Discussions Discussions • Similar to Discussions in D2L but 
no discussion forums 

Quizzes Quizzes • Surveys can be found here. 

• Four types of quizzes: Practice 
Quiz, Graded Quiz, Graded 
Survey, and Ungraded Survey.  

• Add some quiz question types but 
lose some (no more ordering 
questions).  

• No enumerations for answers.  

• Easily link to other files within the 
course.  

Question Library Question Banks • Store the quiz questions within 
the course 

Rubrics Rubrics 
(Rubric Overview) 

• Easier than D2L 

• Can add Range (Checkbox need to 
be checked) 

• Rubric can be added to 
assignments, quizzes, and 
discussions.  

• Add feedback 

Gradebook Grades • Late assignments will be 
highlighted in red. 

https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1518


X SpeedGrader™ 
(SpeedGrader™ 
Overview) 

• Similar to the Dropbox grading 
page in D2L 

• Apps for IOS and Android systems 
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Classlist People • See who are in the course 

Email Inbox • Can choose to email students in 
different courses 

Groups Groups  
(within People 
section) 

• Allow students to self-assign 

• Can assign group leader 

• Can create group workspace 

Calendar Calendar • Can copy the iCal feed for all the 
courses and import to preferred 
personal calendar 

• Create personal reminders 
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 Release Conditions  • Prerequisites cannot be set up for 

assignments. 

• Restricted access can be set up for 
course files.  

 

https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1119
https://community.canvaslms.com/videos/1119

